
Parish Secretary: Ann Acres
T:  (01) 538 2542
E:   
secretary@monkstownparish.ie

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin 
Mobile: 087 224 2230
E:   revkevmonkstown1@gmail.com

Deacon:  Rev. Eric Cooney   
Mobile: 087 668 3499
E:   eric.g.cooney@gmail.com 

N   E   W   S   L   E   T   T   E   R 
Third Sunday of Advent  13th / 14th December

Sacristan: Ciarán Ryan   

Safeguarding 
Alice O’Connell & Denise 
Beardmore
T: (01) 538 2542
E:   CP@monkstownparish.ie

KILL O’ THE GRANGE
(Holy Family) 

Mon – Sat @ 10 am 
Sat Vigil 5 pm  Sun 10 & 12

Web:  www.holyfamilyparish.ie 
Parish Office Tel:  (01) 284 5299

Email: admin@holyfamily.ie

BLACKROCK 
(St. John the Baptist)
 Mon – Fri @ 1:05 pm 

Sat Vigil 6:30 pm  Sun 10 & 12
Web:  www.sjb.ie

Parish Office Tel:  (01) 288 2104
Email: office@sjb.ie

NEWTOWNPARK 
(Guardian Angels) 
Mon – Sat @ 10 am 

 Sun 9:30   10:45  &  12 noon
 www.newtownparkparish.com
Parish Office Tel:  (01) 283 2988

E: parishoffice@newtownparkparish.com

FOXROCK
(Our Lady of Perpetual Succor)
Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri  @ 10 am 
Sat Vigil 6 pm  Sun 10 & 11:30

Web:  www.foxrockparish.ie 
Parish Office Tel:  (01) 289 3492

Email: secretary@foxrockparish.ie 

monkstownparish.ie

PARTNERSHIP PARISHES     

MONKSTOWN
(St. Patrick’s) 

Mon – Fri @ 10 am 
Sat Vigil 6 pm  Sun 10 & 11:3
Web: monkstownparish.ie

We remember in our 
prayer at mass this 
weekend the 
following whose 
anniversaries and 
month’s mind occur 
at this time:

• Breda O’Connell (A)
• Lorna Begg (Birthday remembrance)
• Ted Keyes (A) 
• William & Mary McCoy (A)
• Marguerite Kennedy (A)
• Mark Boland (1st A)
• Gloria Kissane (A)
• Bren Sheehy (A)
• Florence Byrne (A)
• Anni Kilgallon (Month’s Mind)
• Sarah & Gearoid O’Toole (A)
• Sean, Doris & Mary O’Connell (A)
• Tony & Brid Cole (A)
•  Chantal Lacoin  (RD) 

Mass Intentions 

BAPTISM
We welcome into the Christian 
community :
Maximillian Slater
& Ellie O’Neill McGovern
who will  baptised by Deacon 
Eric on Sunday 14th December. 

Donations can be 
made in the 
Church, by 

cheque, cash or 
online by scanning 

the QR Code 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
Annual Christmas Appeal

This Weekend 
13th & 14th December 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Patrick’s Monkstown 
Sat 20th Dec  12:30  pm to 1 pm

Holy Family – Kill Avenue
Monday 22nd  Dec  7:00 pm

Guardian Angels – Newtownpark
Tuesday  23rd Dec  7:30 pm

Wed 24th (Christmas Eve) 
No Morning Mass
5 pm  - Family Mass & Christmas Pageant
7 pm - (Night Mass) 

Thurs 25th (Christmas Day) 
10 am  & 11:30 am (Morning Mass) 

Frid 26th (St. Stephen’s Day) 
No  Mass 

Sat 27th St. Stephen’s Day) 
6 pm Mass 

Sun  28th (Feast of the Holy Family) 
10 am & 11:30 am  Mass 

CROSSCARE CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Please support our 2025 Christmas Food 
Poverty Appeal. Your donation – big or small 
– will help provide food, stability, and a 
pathway towards independence for those 
who need it most. Donate 
at www.crosscare.ie or call 01 8360011.
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Commentary on the readings 

Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete 
Sunday

The tone of our celebration for today is one 
of rejoicing at the fact that the coming of the 
Lord is very near. 

Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
In the first reading from the prophet Isaiah, 
the prophet is exalting the people to rejoice 
and to be glad for their God is coming to 
them. On that day “the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, the ears of the deaf 
unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a 
deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for 
joy.” 

James 5:7-10
The excerpt we have from St James’ letter 
calls on the people to be patient and of 
joyful heart because the Lord is coming. He 
tells them that this should not just be for a 
time only but as a way of life for all time 
because in this way we will live the sort of 
lives which God asks of us and will 
encourage others to follow our example. 

Matthew 11:2-11
We again have the Baptist in our gospel for 
today but this time he appears to be 
somewhat unsure about Christ. He sends 
his own disciples to find out if Jesus is the 
Christ. The reply which Jesus sends is 
based very much on the scriptures, 
particularly the prophet Isaiah, and Jesus 
tells them to tell his cousin what they have 
seen – the blind being given sight, the lame 
walking again. 

Christ is the reason why we rejoice, he is 
the reason why we make an effort to amend 
our lives each year because it is he who is 
our Saviour and who will raise us with him 
to eternal life.

Psalm 145
The Response to the Psalm is: 
Come, Lord, and save us. 

Fr Kevin’s Reflection – 3rd Sunday of Advent
“Go tell John what you see and hear”

It is exam week at the college.  But a group of students carve out 
time from their all-night study sessions in the library to put on a 
Christmas party, complete with gifts, for kids from low-income 
families.  Go tell John what you see and hear . . .
 
They know what these patients are going through.  During their 
tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, they lost arms and legs and 
hands.  They know both the physical pain and psychological 
trauma of such injuries and the hard work of rehab.  So they did 
not hesitate to accept the hospital's invitation to serve as 
counsellors and mentors to those going through amputations.  
They console, explain, comfort, and when necessary, push these 
patients to rebuild their lives - just as they did.  Go tell John what 
you see and hear . . .
 
A few days before Hanukkah (the Jewish Festival of Lights), 
vandals desecrated a synagogue, spray-painting vicious and 
hateful slurs on the building.  The churches in the area 
immediately came together to organize volunteers to help their 
Jewish neighbours scrub the ugly graffiti off the walls.  And, 
spontaneously, a movement began among Catholic and 
Protestant families to place a lighted candle in their windows on 
each of the eight nights of Hanukkah, making their entire town a 
living community of peace and good will.  Go tell John what you 
see and hear . . .

Jesus says to those John has sent to ask him if he is the Messiah:  
Go tell John what you see and hear.  Tell him about the broken 
people who have been made whole.  Tell him of all the crosses 
that have become the means to new hope and resurrection.  Tell 
him the stories of those who refuse to yield to darkness and find 
forgiveness and grace in the light of God.  Tell John - and everyone 
you encounter - that God is in our midst in every act of love, in 
every healing of a heart or spirit broken, on every bridge built over 
the chasm of hatred and violence. 
The mystery of Christmas calls us to a much different approach 
to gift-giving. Real Christmas gift-giving reflects the God who 
empties himself of his divinity in order to remake humanity in his 
holiness; the gifts we give should mirror the Love of God, a love 
too complete and generous for us to imagine. 

The true gifts of Christmas that God gives and enables us to give 
transform the hearts and lives of those we love: gifts of comfort 
and support, of compassion and reconciliation, of forgiveness 
and understanding. 

The true call of this the third Sunday of advent is to: Tell everyone 
the true story of Christmas peace and to do so by the example of 
our lives.
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