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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING

34t Sunday of Ordinary Time — 23 November 2025

We remember in our
prayer at mass this
weekend the
following whose
anniversaries and
month’s mind occur
at thistime:

* Dick Godley (A)
* Eamonn Grumley (A)

We pray also for those whose funerals
took place this week:

* Alison (Ali) Finn / Pile (Fri21sY)

* Pauline Baker (Sat22nd)

BAPTISM

We welcome into the
Christian community
Oscar Lloyd

& Olivia Quinn

who will baptised by
Deacon Eric on Sunday
234 November.

WEEKDAY PRAYER SERVICES
No Mass or Prayer Service
on Tuesday 25th

Deacon Eric will lead a prayer service on
weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday at 10 am. There will be no prayer
service or mass on Tuesday 25™. Fr. Denis
Sandham will celebrate mass for us at the
weekend, as per our normal schedule.

HAVE YOUR SAY
The current Department of Education survey
on the future of patronage in the primary
sector is important in that it will shape the
discussion on primary school divesting for
the years to come throughout the Republic
of Ireland. The survey is school specific
and needs to be responded to by all parents
and prospective parents locally.

It is important that those who wish for a
change in patronage would have their voice
heard. It is equally important that those who
wish for a Catholic education for their
children, and the support for sacramental
preparation available in Catholic schools,
would have their voice heard also. For those
reasons and to ensure that an accurate
picture emerges, please participate in this
survey if you are a parent or a prospective
parent of a Primary school student.
The survey can be accessed at:
www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey/.
It closes on Tuesday, December 16.

Family Tare Gw T;arm

Carers

\N# Ireland

Together, we can make a difference this Christmas

Family Carers Ireland have launched their
Christmas Raffle. For details and how to
purchase tickets visit: familycarers.ie

Ovistmas at St. OAndrew’s

N THb DARANESS

4pm bun(fa(} 30" ONovember

An opportunity jor those who find Christmas difjicult
10 reflect and remember =

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
Blackrock, will be holding a Reflective
Advent service called “A Light in the
Darkness.” on Sunday, 30th November at
4pm. For many, Christmas is a mixture of
joy and sorrow. This gentle service offers
space to slow down, reflect on the hope of
the Christmas message.

Memorials for the Coming Week

24 November

St. Andrew Dung-Lac

& Companions, Martyrs

Vietnamese priest Andrew Dung-Lac and
116 companions were martyred between
1820-1862, courageously witnessing to
Christ amid persecution. Canonized in 1988,
they symbolize steadfast faith and the
Church’s growth in Vietnam.

25 November

St. Clement |, Pope

Fourth Bishop of Rome (c. 92-101), Clement
wrote the Letter to the Corinthians, affirming
apostolic succession. Tradition says he was
martyred, tied to an anchor and cast into the
sea.

St. Colman of Cloyne

Born c. 530, Colman was first a bard before
conversion through St. Brendan. He founded
Cloyne monastery, became bishop, and is
remembered as poet, teacher, and patron of
Cloyne diocese.

St. Catherine of Alexandria,

Virgin & Martyr

A noble scholar of Alexandria, Catherine
defended Christianity against pagan
philosophers. Tortured under Emperor
Maxentius, her execution wheel shattered
miraculously; she was then beheaded.
Patroness of philosophers, scholars, and
students.

27 November

St. Fergal of Salzburg,

Bishop & Missionary

An Irish monk and missionary, Fergal
journeyed through Europe, became bishop
of Salzburg, and baptized Alpine Slavs.
Known for learning and teaching earth’s
roundness, he died in 784, canonized in
1233.

PARTNERSHIP PARISHES

KILL O’ THE GRANGE
(Holy Family)
Mon-Sat@ 10 am
SatVigil5 pm Sun10 &12
Web: www.holyfamilyparish.ie
Parish Office Tel: (01) 284 5299
Email: admin@holyfamily.ie

BLACKROCK
(St. John the Baptist)
Mon - Fri @ 1:05 pm
Sat Vigil 6:30 pm Sun 10 & 12
Web: www.sjb.ie

Parish Office Tel: (01) 288 2104
Email: office@sjb.ie

NEWTOWNPARK
(Guardian Angels)
Mon -Sat @ 10 am

Sun 9:30 10:45 & 12 noon

www.newtownparkparish.com
Parish Office Tel: (01) 283 2988
E: parishoffice@newtownparkparish.com

FOXROCK

(Our Lady of Perpetual Succor)
Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri @ 10 am
Sat Vigil6 pm Sun 10 & 11:30

Web: www.foxrockparish.ie
Parish Office Tel: (01) 289 3492
Email: secretary@foxrockparish.ie

stownparish.ie
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Luke 23: 35-43

Today you will

be with me in paradise

Commentary on the readings

The last Sunday of the Church’s year is celebrated as the
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King, or Christ
the King. Itis a reminder that everything comes from God
through Jesus who is King and Lord of all. In it we celebrate
the fact that Jesus Christ is the one we worship, the one
who, with the Father, created all things, and who is our sure
and certain hope. Unlike other earthly rulers, he is not
swayed by politics and greed, by power and the ability to
dominate others. He is the one who rules as the Good
Shepherd and who has genuine and unending concern for
all his people no matter how poor a life they lead. As the
liturgical year draws to a close itis appropriate that as we
look back over it we acknowledge all that we have received
from the Lord’s goodness. It is also a good time to look
forward while affirming that Jesus Christ is the Lord of all,
that he is the Universal King.

2 Samuel 5:1-3;

The first reading for today’s solemnity comes from the
second book of Samuel where the tribes of Israel meet with
David at Hebron and make him king over all their peoples in
keeping with Samuel’s anointing of David as the Lord’s
chosen one. One of the reasons for doing so is because he
is their own flesh and blood. The image of the shepherd was
one used for kings throughout the ancient history of the
Near East. The text is a reminder that Jesus is of the royal
line of David and so too is his kingship.

Psalm 121;

The Response to our Psalm is:
I rejoiced when | heard them say:

‘Let us go to God’s House”

Colossians 1:12-20;

The second reading from the letter to the Colossians speaks
about Jesus being present with the Father as creation took
place. It says that Jesus is the image of the Father through
whom creation took place and therefore everything is
subject to him. Jesus’s death on the cross has brought
salvation to all his people.

Luke 23:35-43

The gospel text may seem a little strange for today coming
as it does from the crucifixion. In the text, the religious
leaders, the soldiers and a criminal mock Jesus as he dies.
But there is also truth in the words they use to mock him and
the inscription or the criminal charge which is found above
him. The mocking ceases with the good thief who has a
conversion as he too awaits death and so he is welcomed
into paradise.

Fr Kevin’s Reflection for the

Solemnity of Christ the King
Today.
This very day millions of hearts will be shattered. It will happen to
people who hear words like “It’s malignant.” “l don’t love you
anymore. “There’s been an accident.”

Today, millions of lives will be transformed forever. It will happen
to people who hear words like, “She’s healthy and beautiful, ten
fingers and ten toes.” “The tests came back clean.” “Will you
marry me?”

Today — and every day — the universe is unalterably turned on its
head for untold numbers of God’s children.

“Today,” Jesus said to the thief nailed up next to him.

Today. We know only two things about this thief: that he was guilty
of thievery (and perhaps more) and that he saw in this innocent
Jesus aruler and authority completely unlike the one who has had
both of them nailed up there to die in agony.

What a moment Luke captures in his Gospel: a conversation
between two men in the very process of dying. Nails through their
hands and feet, their lungs being crushed under the weight of their
own bodies — and they talk! They talk about flipping the universe
— Today. They talk about seeing one another in Paradise — Today.
They offer each other comfort and hope as the life drips out of
them — Today.

Like the thief on the cross, we often feel crushed; we see little
reason to hope; we sense out lives slipping away. But in the last
hour of his life, the thief meets Jesus and realizes that this prophet
will soon rule over a realm that the thief could never imagine —
and asks to have a place there with him.

And Jesus, the Master of the Kingdom of compassion, mercy and
peace, promises him that he will. Today.

Today — every day — can be a day of hope, of healing, of
transformation. Today, Jesus promises the good thief hope and
resurrection; Today, Jesus promises all of us the sane. In taking up
Christ’s work of mercy and reconciliation, in struggling to be salt
for the earth and a light for the world, in becoming the humble and
generous foot washers he calls us to be, we begin to realize Jesus’
vision of Paradise that not only exists in the future but exists now —

Today. Jesus promises us Paradise, not just after our own deaths,
but Today, in this very moment, in the Paradise we open up in own
time and place. Despite the weight of our own crosses, despite the
suffocating weight we bear, Christ still enables us to find our place
in the Kingdom of his Father where justice and love rule.

We can remake our world, we can transform our lives — Today.
In Christ, present in the love and support of generous family and

friends and community, may we make our way to the promise of
Paradise. Today.
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