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PARISH NEWSLETTER
33" Sunday of Ordinary Time — 16" November 2025

Mass Intentions Our local St. Vincent
. de Paul conference
We rememberin will take up their
our prayer at mass monthly church
this weekend the collection after all

following whose masses this weekend.. Your generous

anniversaries and support is greatly appreciated.
month’s mind
occur at this time:

ACN IRELAND

WEEKorWITNESS

FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS

)

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - e e . . .
! ‘ : 220 million Christians live in countries

where they are directly exposed to
persecution, while 413 million
Christians live in countries where
religious freedom is severely violated.
Aid to the Church in Need invites you
to support them with prayer.

-
* Sr Marie Chambers (A)
* Nano Treacy (A)
» Stephen Fitzsimons (A)
* MauraKelly (A)
* Maurice Carey (A)
* Denis Carey (RD)
* Tom Walsh (A)
* Pat Murray (A)
* Brendan Briscoe (A)
* Sergio Ramiriz (RD)
* Marella Quinn (A)

First Saturday Conference
Knock - December 6"

This year, the ACN Ireland Week of
Witness will be held between Sunday
the 16th and Sunday the 23rd of
November. Red Wednesday is on the
19th of November. The Week of
Witness is an invitation to Christians
across the island of Ireland to stand in
solidarity with and bear witness to the
heroic example of our persecuted
brothers and sisters in Faith across the
world.

To mark the 100th anniversary of the First
Saturday Apparition in Pontevedra,

Spain, there will be a special conference in
Knock on the first Saturday in December -
December 6th.

The day begins with adoration and
confessions at 10am in the Reconciliation
Chapel. There will be three talks from
Bishop John Keenan, Antonia Moffat, and
Fr Philip Kemmy in St John's Centre. There
will also be the Rosary led by the
Children's Rosary group, a 15 minute
meditation led by Fr. Marius O'Reilly, as
Our Lady requested for the First Saturdays,
and time for lunch.

At Fatima, Our Lady promised that there
would be peace in the world and that many
souls would be saved through this
devotion. For more details please

visit firstsaturdays.ie

On Red Wednesday (19th November
next) wear something red - a scapular,
tie, scarf or jumper - to show solidarity
with the suffering Church and to
remember the blood lost by Christians
in defence of their faith.

BAPTISM

We welcome into the
Christian community
Jack Doonan

who was baptised by
Deacon Eric on Saturday
15th November.

Reminders

Dun Laoghaire Choral Society
will perform Brahms Schicksalslie
and Bruckner’s Mass in F Minor on
Sunday 16th November at 16.30pm.
in the Church of the Assumption
Dalkey.

Tickets available on Eventbrite

WEEKDAY PRAYER SERVICES

Operation@)Smile
~— Ireland

Operation Smile Ireland is hosting a

special event, Carols by Candlelight,

on Tuesday, 9th December at 7:30

PM in St. Therese Parish Church, Mount

Merrion. Your assistance will help us

Deacon Eric will lead a prayer service
on weekdays, Monday through to
Frday at 10 am. Fr. Denis Sandham
will celebrate mass for us at the

weekend, as per our normal schedule. .. A .. . ..
P Colaiste Eoin & Colaiste losagain

AONACH NA NOLLAG / CHRISTMAS FAIR

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
WEDNESDAY 19™ & THURSDAY 20™

The parish office will be closed next

raise awareness and funds to provide
life-changing surgeries for children born
with cleft conditions.

Tickets: Adults €10.00/ Children Free

The two schools will be holding their
Annual Christmas Fair on Sunday 16t
November between 1.00pm - 4:30pm,

Booking: www.operationsmile.ie/carols or
pay at the door

for the first time in the larger Main
Sports Hall.

Wednesday and Thursday (18t & 19t
November) .

PARTNERSHIP PARISHES

BLACKROCK
(St. John the Baptist)
Mon - Fri @ 1:05 pm
Sat Vigil 6:30 pm Sun 10 & 12
Web: www.sjb.ie
Parish Office Tel: (01) 288 2104
Email: office@sjb.ie

NEWTOWNPARK
(Guardian Angels)
Mon -Sat @ 10 am

Sun 9:30 10:45 & 12 noon

www.newtownparkparish.com
Parish Office Tel: (01) 283 2988
E: parishoffice@newtownparkparish.com

FOXROCK

(Our Lady of Perpetual Succor)
Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri @ 10 am
Sat Vigil6 pm Sun 10 & 11:30

Web: www.foxrockparish.ie
Parish Office Tel: (01) 289 3492
Email: secretary@foxrockparish.ie

KILL O’ THE GRANGE
(Holy Family)
Mon-Sat@ 10 am
SatVigil5 pm Sun10 &12
Web: www.holyfamilyparish.ie
Parish Office Tel: (01) 284 5299
Email: admin@holyfamily.ie



http://www.holyfamilyparish.ie/
mailto:admin@holyfamily.ie
http://www.newtownparkparish.com/
http://www.foxrockparish.ie/
mailto:secretary@foxrockparish.ie
mailto:secretary@monkstownparish.ie
mailto:revkevmonkstown1@gmail.com
mailto:eric.g.cooney@gmail.com
http://firstsaturdays.ie/
http://www.operationsmile.ie/carols

Luke 21:5-19
When some were talking about the Temple,
remarking how it was adorned with fine

stonework and votive offerings, Jesus said, ‘All
these things you are staring at now —the time
will come when not a single stone will be left
on another: everything will be destroyed.’

Commentary on the readings
for the 33 Sunday of Ordinary Time

Malachi 3:19-20;

In our first reading from the Prophet Malachi, we read that
the triumph of God is at hand and his glory is soon to be
revealed.

Psalm 97; 2

The Psalm calls on us to praise and glorify God.

The Response to our Psalm is:

The Lord comes to rule the peoples with fairness

Luke 21:5-19

In the gospel, Jesus tells us quite clearly that we will be
rejected by the world for believing in him because his
message is something which many people do not wish to
hear or to acknowledge. However, in giving us the warning
he also tells us that he will be with us throughout and that
while we may even have to give our lives for the sake of the
message, we will reign for ever with him if we are faithful to
him. On that day we shall see his glory and righteousness
shine out with him as foretold in the first reading.

Thessalonians 3:7-12

In the second reading St Paul exhorts us to keep on working
for the kingdom. He goes so far as to say that those who are
not working but interfering with the work should not be fed.
Itis a reminder of how serious the spread of the Gospel is —
itis not some private message to be kept to ourselves but
something which we should want to spread to the ends of
the earth.

MEMORIALS THIS WEEK

St Elizabeth of Hungary (Nov 17)

A princess turned servant of the poor, St Elizabeth of
Hungary radiated Christ’s love through charity. Her life
reminds us that holiness flourishes in humble service.

Dedication of the Basilicas of St Peter & St Paul (Nov 18)
We honour the great apostles by celebrating the churches
built over their tombs. These basilicas stand as enduring
signs of the Church’s unity, mission, and apostolic
foundation.

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Nov 21)

This feast recalls Mary’s dedication to God from her earliest
years, symbolized by her entrance into the Temple. Though
not recorded in Scripture, it reflects her lifelong openness to
grace and her role as the dwelling place of the Lord. As Mary
offered herself in quiet trust, we too are invited to renew our
own commitment to God with faith, humility, and joyful
surrender.

St Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr (Nov 22)

Patron of music and musicians, St Cecilia sang to God in
her heart even unto death. Her witness inspires us to praise
God with courage, beauty, and fidelity.

Fr Kevin’s Reflection 33" Sunday of the Year

They are Palestinians who escaped the horrific war in Gaza.

Five women — all in their late 20s and early 30s — managed to get
out of Gaza with little more than the clothes on their backs. The
homes in which they grew up, the schools they attended, the
beach cafes where they gathered with friends are now rubble;
countless friends and family members are gone forever. All they
have are memories — and relics. Each of the five managed to take
some object with them from Gaza, signs of the life they left behind.
They shared their “relics” with writer Danya Issawi in Autumn 2025.

One woman, who was evacuated with her infant daughter, carried
a flash drive of her wedding photos and her daughter’s hospital
bracelet. Her husband remains behind, believing that if enough
people stayed, the occupation would fail. Now she speaks to him
occasionally online — their relationship is understandably
strained. Her daughter’s hospital bracelet is the only thing from her
childhood that she still has — all of her daughter’s clothes and
toys were destroyed in the Gaza bombings. “l just wanted to have
something to give my daughter when she’s older,” she says

The second woman took with her a gold ring given to her by her
mother when she graduated from university. She is now in Cairo
while her mother remains in Gaza. The ring is a sign of her
memories of her mother and the hope that one day they will be
together again.

For another young woman, her most precious possession is a
photo of her sister and her two nieces. The girls, four years old and
16 months, and their mother were killed when their home was
destroyed in a missile attack. The photo is all she has of them:; it’s
a reminder of the beauty she once had in her life. The photo, she
hopes, will serve as witness to the childhoods brutally cut short.

Among the items the fourth woman kept are bits of rock from what
was once her home in Gaza. Now a refugee in Egypt, the pieces of
concrete remind her of how quickly life can change. She also
managed to take with her the patchwork quilt made by her ever-
optimistic mother who always believed that better days are
coming.

And the fifth woman carried with her keffiyeh, the scarf worn for
protection from sunburn, dirt and sand. With her family and home
gone, the keffiyeh is a symbol of pride and identity.

Like so many in Gaza, these women have seen their lives come
crashing down. The “relics” they managed to carry away with them
are reminders of what was — but also signs of what might be
again, signs of hope of what might be restored.

In today’s unsettling Gospel, Jesus warns us of the impermanence
of the things we build our lives on. Despite the wars we wage, the
earthquakes that shake our sureties, the disasters that topple our
happy little worlds, we can always rebuild our lives on the things of
God: love that never fails, compassion that never fades,
forgiveness that never falters. Today’s Gospel should not terrify
us or deflate our sense of hope but make us aware that the
things of the world will one day be gone and the things of God
are the means to lasting peace and joy as we journey from this
world to the eternity of the next.
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