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CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office T: (01) 538 2542
(Mon -Fri 9am —-12:30 pm)

Ann Acres (Secretary)
T: (01) 538 2542
E: secretary@monkstownparish.ie

Fr Kevin Rowan (Parish Priest)
Mobile: 087 224 2230
E: revkevmonkstown1@gmail.com

Deacon Eric Cooney
Mobile: 087 668 3499
E: eric.g.cooney@gmail.com

SAFEGUARDING CONTACTS
Alice O’Connell

Denise Beardmore

Parish Office Number: 01 538 2542
Email: CP@monkstownparish.ie

Mass Times

Weekdays (Mon - Fri) @ 10 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass @ 6 PM
Sunday: 10 AM & 11:30 AM

Baptism

Normally on 2nd and 4th Sundays
of the month at 12.30pm.
Enquiries to the parish office.
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Newsletter
EASTER 2025

Fr Kevin’s Reflection
for Easter

In his book The Liberators, author Michael Hirsch details the stories, impressions and
reactions of American soldiers who liberated the Nazi concentration camps as they
chased the last remnants of the Nazi army in the final days of World War 2.

Hirsch also includes in his book the recollection of one of those liberated. Coenraad
Rood was a 24-year-old Dutch Jew who worked as a tailor. He was arrested in 1942
and spent three years imprisoned at a number of camps. In January 1945, he lay dying
in a covered ditch in the camp at Ampfing when the 14th Armoured Division liberated
the camp. Rood remembers:

"Suddenly, | heard my friend Maupy. | heard him speaking English, saying [to
someone] 'go in there. My friend is dying. He should know that he is free before he
dies.' [The trapdoor to the ditch] opened up and there was an American soldier

there ...l was laying in the dark, in the dirt, and he told me, 'come, comrade, you are
free now.' And then | started crying. | try to get to him, but | was, like paralyzed. ..

| was crawling on the ground, trying to get to the door. And then he picked me up by
the collar of my little jacket [and] he was holding me. | remember | thought, 'Man, is
the man strong!' .. . And he told me, 'You're free now. You understand? It's over.

m

"As dirty and sick as | was, that soldier, that American soldier, kissed me. And | kissed
him back, and he was holding me and took me [outside to ditch, into the light] and
said, 'See? You are free now.' And he cried to.“ After the liberation, Coenraad Rood
was reunited with his wife Bep, who survived the war in hiding. And they made a new
life for themselves in the United States.

You are free; it's over - the words of American soldiers to the victims of the Holocaust.
Why do you seek the living among the dead? - the angels ask of the women who come
to the tomb on Easter morning. Easter is God's never-ending invitation to freedom, his
raising us up from "tombs" of selfishness and fear and anger and hatred. In the many
manifestations of his compassion and mercy around us, God picks us up and carries
us out of our prisons and ditches. And, in turn, we become "liberators" ourselves,
picking up others from among the "dead" and restoring them to life and hope. In
raising his son from the dead, God vindicates the Gospel of his Christ. In the light of
Easter's empty tomb, every moment of forgiveness, every triumph of justice over
persecution, every insistence of goodness in the face of horrendous evil, every act of
compassion no matter how simple or small proclaims the good news that Christ is
risen.

Parish Notices

PARISH LOTTO
This week’s lotto numbers were 2-14-18=23. The Lotto prise remains at €3,000
The winner of the weekly draw for €25 is Margaret Quinn

ANNIVERSARIES
Mon 21st Teresa Mitchell Thurs 24th James Nugent Fri 25th Brian Montgomery

ROSE WINDOW

The work to repair the Rose Window is expected to commence shortly after Easter,
when we will see the erecting of scaffolding to enable the specialised repair work to
begin.



mailto:secretary@monkstownparish.ie
mailto:revkevmonkstown1@gmail.com
mailto:eric.g.cooney@gmail.com

	Slide 1

